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ABSTRACT 

This fact shaat focusas on tha school counsalor rola 
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lie ROI£ OF MSCmOL COUNSELOR! SECOMMRY LEVEL 

School couMolor rolot soom to hovo run tho gomuti tho)rVo oil things to oil poopioi tho)rVe miracio workors} 
the/Vo only rocord^coipina ond ichtduling clorkat thoy own tho guidonco prooranu Whon ntsoorchors look ot 
Hons ondoetuoT vs. idoolrolotylhiy find both conaoniM I9M| 



folo poroipflons ond octuol vs» idool roloSf ttx 

Hobns & brdhimi I98S| fcrdhimy HolnM, & thompsont IftSU Voriotiom in rolo ond roio porotptlons motf 
oecur not only botwoon districts ond slotiMy but omong diffbront groups within o school community ond from 
school to school withto a sysiom. Current con c er ns for occountdblllty ond tlio economic bottom tine ftirtlier 
compllcole ottompts ot counselor role definition* 

FeoM of IMs CWgestt Ihis Digest ottompts to bring some clority to the issue by focusing on the definition 
of the school counselor role ot the s econdory levoL Elementory ond middle school/Junior high levels ore the 
subject of ssporole Digests. In oil threoi the beginning ond conckidihg sections ore ttie somes the 
"developmentor' role of school counselorsy K-12 comprshenshre developmentQl guidonce, ond counselor role 
enontidi. Additlond sections in this Digest cover s econdory developmentol guidonce, o model Job 
description for secondory couneelorsy recent reseorch on counselor role ond secondory guldoncoy ond the 
( of coroer guidonco. 



Role of SdMl CuMHSslsri> The Amerlcon School Ctaunselor Assoclotion (ASCA) (1961, 
l964o) hos defined the role of school counselors os *^devolopmentolt" on opprooch bosed on models of the 
developmontol p^fchology of chiMron ond odol esc e n ts, ond on pibnned interventions to ossure school-life 
success. This opprooch omphosiies o prodctive^ fdcilitotivo counselor role In fostering the leaning ond 
growth of oil shjdentSt os oppossd to crisis management, trouble tftooting, theropeutic counseling, or 
odvisemsnt for the few* The mojor oreos of development A need which determine counselor interventions 
ore personoif socioi, ocooemic ana career* 



IC-12 Csinpiohensivo Devolopmenlol Giidanoo* Counseling loaders regard stotewide K-12 comprehensive 
developmental guidonce programs as the most effective way to establish the devolopmertol counselor role* 
This is broadly defined as providing structured developmental guidonce through indhfiduQl and small group 
oounseltng (otmed at both content and process nee w t lorge group guidance (including ctosvoom ond 
currlcular guidonc^} consultation with ond inservlce troining of toochors; consultation with and educotion of 
porsntsi ond coordlmtion of related guidance services (ASCA, I984at Brown, Lomm, & Peace, i985)« The 
implications for counselor training include renewed emphases on child and adolescent growth ond 
de v elopment, group work, ond consultation* 



Secondary guidance* Is directed to the develop- 
mental stages of eorly and late odolescence, 
defined by leoding developmental p^fchologist Erik 
Ericson os group identity vs* ollenQtm and 
bKJividuoi identity vs* role diffusion. Counselor 
roles at this level inchide the following (ASCA, 
I98l)t (DOroonizo ond Implement through 
interosted teodiors guidonce currlcuki inter- 
vontkNis thut focus on Importmt devokspmentol 
concerns (e.g*, identity, career choice ond 
pkrnihg^ socioi rekitionshipid* (2) Organize and 
make ovolkiblo comprehensive Information 
systems for oducotionol-vocationol plonning ond 
decision mokbig* (3) Assist students with 
assessment of competencies, Interosts, aptitudes, 
needs and career maturity, for use h such oreos as 
course selectkm. post-high school pkmilng, and 
chotees* w Provkw remedkil biterventbns 



or olternotive program* for ttiose students showlno 
in-school adjustment problems, vocotionol 
imnniturity, or generol negative ottltudes toward 
personal growtlu 

fc* ■- ■ ■ ^ A* 

Miooei JOD ueecnpTion 

In o model Job description developed for o state 
comprehMsive gukkmce progrcm (Georglo, 1984), 
tlie secondary counselor's role focuses on four 
bosic components* Eoch component description 
includes o rank-ordered list of roles and recom- 
mended olbcotlons of timet (I) Guklonce 
currkhilum (35%)— ckmroom guidance, group 
gukkmce, group teacher advisement, and poor 
programs. C2) IhdhfMuol pkmlng (l5%)-indhfkkiol 
advisement, pkicement, ond indlvkhxii oppralsol* 
0) Responsive services (25%)— group counseling, 
individual counseling, consultotton, information 
giver/disseminotor, ond raferrol* (4) System 



TIQI)^ vlQff OSWIOpffniflTf IIWIW MM QVYvNipfflSnTf 

pwit ^duootioni tostifiQ prooranii ond convnunity 



OnQokiQ fMMrah on counnslor fote pcTMptions 
t mj >t t < Ihot poranttf couniiloffif ^Bdnikiistrotorsi 
cmd fto buiinMi convnunity nwcfQlIx oqim with 
Hhm ASCA dtfinitlom ond ordtrt of importanco 
(hMmt & brahim, IMKSi K>rahimi otou, I983K 
Allhouglh fho InvMtiQQtops found it tiynificQnt thdt 
ifw w lOT Qi9ci«pano)r m poio porcopTionB TnOn 
in Hio pottt Ihoy omph oite o ftio importoneo of 
c on du c tinj onmiol noodo oMownonts ond odu c o* 
ting fho public on counstlor rolo Isiuot ond 
imgrom prior itiot. 

Stato gutdoneo diroclort wora survo)fod roctntly 
cteut thoir pticoptions of Iho status of s ocondory 
guMonoo (Poor, I98SK Tht 37 rupondonts (74%) 
Aowod sifong concofn in o numbor of oroosi 9 tQ* $ 
non^WDiMilflnjI rmwuolnf ralo^ ths lode of 
staliwido ouUoHnot. and Mm isiilor riollworv of 
sorviow in coroof guMo n co^ c^pup gutdoncoy ond 
gfoiip oounsoing* Rooonvnsndotions to oounsolofs 
includodt (DEstdrfish o braod-bossd stotring 
commlttM to diroct ond ovoluto Iho progroniy ond 
•o providtf onnuol wrltton pions ond o^Juottons. 
(2) Mdko co n cof tod'pfogronwing offbfts to tooch 
oil studsnts o guidoner curriculunu 0)Molco 
soconoory guioonco o sfOTowMo ooucorionoi issuo* 

bi^portonoo of Conor Q tfHon po 

Tho n ood t ond OMpoctotions for eoroor guidonco 
to on oil-tif 



-tinto highf cfioting on oppor^ 
tiMity for school counselor s to ossumt hodorship 
*fm[,tho impiomsntotion of coroor dsvolopmont out* 
^Cflimos (AsCAt 19Mb)* Tho potontiol for mooting 
those n oo ds is olso groofsrt for oxomplo» in tho 
oroos of computor-ossistod coroor informotion/ 
guidonco ^fstomsp ond tho untoppod rosourcos of 
poronts» While the use of computermssisted 
systems corrios both promises ond pitfollsy the 
^fstems hove been Aown to be effective in severol 
woy s ■ -d iss e mi noting coroor informotiont ossistlng 
students In clorifying vokies ond gools ond making 
plonsi focilitoting career maturity, ond promoting 
coroor oworene s s ond informotion s e eiclng octivl- 
ties(Coirot 1963). 



in ttM oreo parent resources, reseordi has 
consistently doi jistrotod porentsP substontiol 
Impoet on odoiescent c a reer decision making 
(DonieiSy Kormos, & Presieyt 1983). Counselors 
con top Into ttUs resource by fimctionlng os odult 
educotors with porents» ond by devekiplng 
progroms thot will moximlze the expertise ond 
influence of both porents and counsek>rs. 

Couneelor Role Essentlob 

If counsekMTS ore to hove o reollstic ond effective 
roioy It is essentiol to (l)ossess locol needs and 



resources! (2) eslcMish priorities qnd cleor objec- 
tivesi 0) build In evokiotkn procedurest (%) com- 
municote with ttie school stoff ond school commu- 
nltyt ond (S) .work ckisely with stoff member s os o 
cdtesive teonu Otti er wisef^' c ou n s el o r s ore ot risk 
of becoming wliot tliey connot and iliould not bos 
mirocie workers, sole owners of tlie gukkmce pro- 
grom, or ttie school^ odministrotive cotdi-oli« 
Ultimotelyt ttie gukkvice program will be only os 
good OS ttie support ttiot porents and odminis- 
trotors give to it— eipeckilly to ttie role of the 
counsekr os o professionol focilitotor/ed u cotor* 
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